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eyelids drooped over them, but the face was pleasant. His manners
erred on the side of too great a desire to please; his conversation in
his own language was very intelligent.
My colleagues were in a state of deep dejection; they seemed to be
on their guard and told me that they could make no changes without
consulting the King. I pointed out that one change at least did not
require His Majesty's assent, for it was provided for in their Constitu-
tion; it was that the Cabinet Ministers should meet periodically and
that none of them should take any important action without consulting
his colleagues. This was the rule in all cabinets.
They seemed much disturbed at this announcement; Tukuaho said
that this would be a new thing in Tonga; he would be accused of
usurping the powers of the King. The chiefs of Haapai were already
saying bitter things about being made subject to his family and, in
point of fact, Tungi and he had practically made up their minds to
resign. I never met so fainthearted a pair. I told them that it was
cowardly to throw up the sponge before they had made one effort to
clear up the mess that Baker had left behind him. What a triumph it
,would be for him! As for words, men who assumed public office
knew that words hurt nobody. Our course was plain; we must see the
King, and if he declined to support us, then would be the time for
resigning.
To all this Tukuaho assented ruefully. He said that other Govern-
ments were indifferent to .the number of enemies they made because
they had friends as well, but he seemed to have lost all his friends, and
the King seemed to listen to everybody except him. His political
prospects were certainly not bright, but I did not tell him this. Before
I left him it was arranged that we should sail together to Haapai and
see the King, while Kubu, Minister of Police, and Josateki Tonga, the
Auditor General, made a tour of Vavau and the outlying islands to
explain the situation before any garbled account from the other side
should reach them.
While the house assigned to us was being got ready we became the
guests of Mr. Campbell in the house formerly occupied by the Baker
family. The officers of H.M.S. Egeria, surveying ship, dined with us
on the eve of her transfer to the China station. Our host had imposed
a fine on any one who uttered the word " Baker " at his table, for since